


RIO DE JANEIRO -  1ST -  6TH MARCH 2019

You will be spending six days in Rio de Janeiro on one of our fantastic 
Carnival packages, which can be booked in combination with one of our 
overland trips or separately as a stand-alone package. You can choose from 
either:

STANDARD PACKAGE  - for those travellers who’d like to make sure that 
they don’t miss out on any of the highlights; with seats in Sector 11, guided 
tours to Corcovado and Sugar Loaf Mountain, private rooms and the added 
benefit of a hotel pool, this is a great comfort option.

INDEPENDENT PACKAGE  - this package is included for those that 
have booked Carnival as an overland trip coming into or leaving Rio 
with Dragoman. Aimed at those travellers who like to make their own 
arrangements and have total flexibility. A Sambadrome Sector 13 ticket is 
included but there’s a whole variety of optional excursions that you may also 
wish to join. For those brave enough, why not ‘Join the Parade’ yourself!?

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
Details of the optional activities available are found in the following pages. 
Please note that these can only be arranged by pre-booking direct with the 
Dragoman sales team, crew or through your agent. Places are sold on a 
first come, first served basis and will not be available for sale in Rio during 
Carnival. Please book early to avoid disappointment.

In order to guarantee availability, please book by 4th January 2019.

WHAT’S INCLUDED?

STANDARD PACKAGE (RAC)
- Sambadrome, 
  Sector 11 ticket
- Orientation Walk
- Corcovado
- Sugar Loaf
- Dragoman Crew support

INDEPENDENT PACKAGE (RTI)
/ TRUCK PACKAGE (RTC)
- Sambadrome, 
   Sector 13 ticket
- Orientation Walk
- Dragoman Crew support



RIO DE JANEIRO -  1ST -  6TH MARCH 2019

Plan your time during Carnival with our handy event timetable below...

FRI 01/03/19 SAT 02/03/19 SUN 03/03/19 MON 04/03/19 TUES 05/03/19

Orientation 
Walk

Brazilian 
cooking class
11:00 - 15:00 

Corcovado 
visit
(early morning)

Jungle Hike
08:00 - 13:30 
(approx)

Santa Teresa 
Food Tour: 
11.30 - 15:00
(approx)

Football 
match 
(if available)

Sugar Loaf 
Mountain visit
(afternoon)

Carnival 
briefings, 
group meal 
and night out

Samba Dance 
Class, Lapa 
and Rio 
Scenarium 
night out 
19:30 ‘til late!

Sambadrome 
- Sector 13 or 
Sector 11 
19:00 ’til late!

Return to the 
Sambadrome, 
Sector 5 or Join 
the Parade 
19:00 ‘til late!



***NEW FOR 2019***

SANTA TERESA FOOD TOUR

Try samples of Brazilian food, snacks & drinks that we have carefully selected, 
while you visit one of the most interesting neighbourhoods of Rio! Santa 
Teresa was built ‘in the mountain’ on the upper side of the city, from there, we 
have an amazing view of Rio, especially of the downtown! It’s full of ateliers, 
arts, graffiti and great restaurants!

INCLUDED IN THE TOUR:
- 8 samples of Brazilian food/snack/drinks in a local and awarded restaurant 
- 2 (food/snack) samples in a local bakery
- 3-4 hours tour (The Ruins Park, Laurinda Santos Lobo Cultural Centre, 
  Graffiti, History and Curiosities)
- Guided tour in English

NOT INCLUDED:
- Tips
- Transport to the Meeting Point (metro or taxi)
- Bus ticket to go up to Santa Teresa ($1.00)
- Extra food/drinks

WHEN:
Friday 1st March 2019 at 11:30am (approx) 

PLEASE NOTE:
We have a maximum of 20 places available for this tour.
This tour is available for passengers travelling into Rio on one of our trucks 
and for passengers arriving early for Carnival. During Carnival time please 
expect slower service in restaurants and crowds! We may have to adapt our 
route to suit the local circumstances.

CODE: FOODTOUR-19

PRICE:
GBP = 20 
EUR = 26
USD = 28

CAD = 38
AUD = 38
NZD = 40



***NEW FOR 2019***

HALF DAY COOKING CLASS

Learn a selection of Brazil´s favourite recipes in one fun cooking class.  You 
will discover exotic ingredients, techniques and flavours you can use at home. 
For this class we hope to be learning to make a Seafood (or Vegetarian) 
Moqueca, Banana toasted farofa, flambéed sausage, grilled white cheese 
with pepper jam, Lime and Passionfruit Caipis and Batida de Coca (NB: some 
adjustments may be necessary over the Carnival period). 

As well as the cooking experience you will also learn all about Rio culture, 
about Cariocas and have lots of fun with your fellow Dragoman travellers 
under the guidance of your experienced cooking instructor.

+ 100% Hands on.
+ English spoken.
+ Food and drinks included.
+ Bring a camera and friends!
+ Tasty recipes with ingredients you can find world-wide!

WHEN:
Saturday 2nd March 2019 - 11am - 3pm (approx)

NOT INCLUDED:
- Transport to the venue (metro or taxi)

PLEASE NOTE:
We have a maximum of 14 places available for this class.

CODE: COOK-19

PRICE:
GBP = 50 
EUR = 60
USD = 70

CAD = 94
AUD = 95
NZD = 100



***NEW FOR 2019***

SAMBA CLASS & RIO SCENARIUM

What better way to kick off your Carnival week than with a night of Samba 
with a professional dance instructor? Learn a little more of this rhythm in a 
lively classroom that will teach you the basic steps of the Samba and prepare 
you for an unforgettable evening in a traditional samba club, in the heart 
of Rio de Janeiro. Rio is the cultural capital of Brazil, and Samba it’s official 
rhythm.

Recommended for all ages and genders, the emphasis is purely on having 
fun! We will take a 1 hour samba class in a studio, where you will learn how 
to dance the samba. We have developed a fool-proof method for teaching so 
that everyone can pick up the basic steps!

The samba class starts around 9pm, and afterwards we’ll head out and hit the 
town. The samba instructor will accompany the group, helping you practice 
your new moves and have more fun.

Totally safe, easy and fun, this is the best way to enjoy night-life in Rio 
de Janeiro and the perfect way to prepare for tomorrow night at the 
Sambadrome!!

WHEN:
Saturday 2nd March - 8pm til late! (approx)

WHAT’S INCLUDED:
- 1 hour Samba class 
- 3.5 hours in dance club
- Lessons in English
- Cover charge to club
 

CODE: DANCE-19

PRICE:
GBP = 63 
EUR = 76
USD = 90

NOT INCLUDED:
- Drinks
- Food
- Tips
- Transfers to and from the venues
  (Taxis located outside Samba club)

CAD = 119
AUD = 120
NZD = 126



RIO SCENARIUM

A night club, restaurant and antiques warehouse all rolled into one, covering 
three amazing floors in a superb colonial mansion. During the Carnival there 
are usually live bands, Samba forro and Gafiera music. It’s a great way to 
experience Carioca life!

The Scenarium, based in Lapa, the birthplace of Samba, is in a huge building 
crammed with works of art, antiques, mannequins and all sorts of interesting 
bits and pieces. But the real reason to visit is for a night of dancing, enjoying 
the music and having a few drinks with your fellow Carnival goers.

We suggest eating before you go, as during Carnival the restaurant service 
can be a little slow – though perfect for nibbles and a Caipirinha!

WHEN:
Saturday 2nd March - evening
 
PLEASE NOTE:
If you’d like to go to Rio Scenarium without the Samba Dance class the 
entrance ticket is 65BRL, drinks, food and transport are at your own expense

CODE: SCENARIUM-19



CORCOVADO VISIT

We head to one of the most iconic sights in Brazil - the statue of Christ the 
Redeemer at the top of Corcovado mountain. From the base of the statue 
there is an incredible vista of southern Rio and its beaches, as well as the 
Sugarloaf mountain and Guanabara Bay.

Accompanied by our local guide we will travel in a private bus to the foot of 
the mountain and onwards along the scenic route to the top.

Our tour heads out first thing in the morning, which means we get the views 
largely to ourselves at first to avoid the crowds.

We will spend some time at the top for photos of the statue and the view of 
the city before returning to the hotel in our bus. If you want to spend longer 
at the top of the mountain and make your own way back to the hotel then 
just let your guide know.

WHEN:
Sunday 3rd March
 
PLEASE NOTE:
This tour is included in the Standard Package

CODE: CORCOVADO-19

PRICE:
GBP = 68 
EUR = 80
USD = 90

CAD = 128
AUD = 129
NZD = 136



SAMBADROME -  UPGRADE TO SECTOR 11

During Rio Carnival the Special Group Parades take place on Sunday and 
Monday night, on these nights the Sambadrome fills to capacity with fans 
waiting for the return of their favourite Samba schools. The Special Group is 
the most prestigious league of Samba Schools and it shows in the electrifying 
atmosphere and the sensational floats, ornate and elaborate costumes and 
dazzling performances of song, rhythm and dance.

The Sambadrome is the venue where the main parade of the Carnival takes 
place; essentially it is a long avenue that is lined with spectator viewing areas, 
only the best Samba schools will parade here. The different spectator areas 
are divided into sectors, priced according to the view that they offer and 
seating. The diagram below shows where the different sectors are located.

On Sunday night, when we will see the first 6 or 7 Samba schools parade, we 
include a ticket to Sector 13 for our Independent Package, this is the most
lively of the sectors, but you can choose to upgrade to Sector 11, which is right 
on the edge of the runway and therefore offering much closer views of the 
costumes and dancing.

If you are interested in photography then an upgrade to Sector 11 is highly 
recommended as it will enable you to get much better photos of the parade!

WHEN:
Sunday 3rd March - 6pm until Monday morning
 
PLEASE NOTE:
Sector 11 is included in the Standard Package

CODE: SECTOR11-19
(includes ticket for Metro)

PRICE:
GBP = 135
EUR = 160
USD = 185

CAD = 254
AUD = 256
NZD = 269
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SUGAR LOAF MOUNTAIN

Head to one of Rio’s most famous sights, Pão de Açúcar (Sugar Loaf 
Mountain), rising almost 400 metres above the harbour. Its name is said 
to refer to its resemblance to the traditional shape of sugar blocks that 
were shipped from Brazil during the heyday of sugar cane trade in the 16th 
century, however, it is believed by some that the name actually derives from 
Pau-nh-acuqua (“high hill”) in the Tupi-Guarani language,
as used by the indigenous Tamoios. 

Accompanied by our local guide we will travel in private bus to the foot of the 
mountain from where we will get the cable car to the top.

From the top of the mountain you have a beautiful view of the city and 
Copacabana beach. If the weather is clear it is also possible to see Christ the 
Redeemer looking down at the city from the top of Corcovado mountain.

We will have return transfers, but if you’d like additional time you can make 
your own way back to the hotel.

Whilst on the mountain, you should have time to take an optional Helicopter 
ride – these incredible tours take in the unrivalled sights of Rio from above! 
A 6-7 minute flight will cost approximately 360BRL, and tickets are sold on 
arrival.

WHEN:
Monday 4th March (afternoon)
 
PLEASE NOTE:
Sugar Loaf Mountain is included in the Standard Package

CODE: SUGARLOAF-19

PRICE:
GBP = 68
EUR = 89
USD = 97

CAD = 128
AUD = 129
NZD = 136



RETURN TO THE PARTY -  SECTOR 5

This is your chance to return to the Sambadrome to watch the remaining 
Samba schools of the Special Group parade on the Monday night, but this 
time to Sector 5. 

Sector 5 is nearer the start of the Parade and close to the judges. You’ll be 
right in the middle of the action and ready to party the night away all over 
again.

There are some unique benefits to sitting in sectors located toward the 
beginning of the parade route. You will experience less lag time between the 
conclusion of one samba school’s procession and the beginning of the next 
school’s performance, and more importantly, you will have the full excitement 
and exhilaration of watching the opening performance of a school’s parade. 

The crowd goes wild, and the locals normally find the beginning moments 
of the parade to be the most exciting as a whole year has passed since the 
school’s last performance.

WHEN:
Monday 4th March - 6pm until Tuesday morning
 
PLEASE NOTE:
Includes ticket for Sector 5, metro tickets and a Tour Leader to accompany 
you to the Sambadrome

CODE: SUGARLOAF-19

PRICE:
GBP = 190
EUR = 230
USD = 270

CAD = 335
AUD = 345
NZD = 375



JOIN THE PARADE

Watching the parade is fantastic but actually taking part in the parade is 
an unparalleled experience. It is hot and sweaty and your feet will ache 
after an hour or more parading but it will be a talking point for years 
to come. Not many people can say they have actually taken part in a 
Sambadrome Parade!

Each Samba School has around 25 ‘alas’ or wings and each wing is telling 
part of the overall story or theme of the school. All the paraders in a wing 
are dressed in exactly the same costume, giving the blocks of colour and 
movement that characterise the parade. A school will have approximately 
4,000 paraders in total.

You will join one of these ‘alas’ and it will take between 65 and 80 minutes 
to complete the parade, including around 30-40 minutes within the 
Sambadrome itself. You don’t need to be able to actually samba; rather 
there is a kind of jumping, bouncing way that people parade, to create 
the whole feeling of strength and happiness. 

However, you will need to have stamina and will need to put your utmost 
energy into your performance; this is the most important event of the 
year for Cariocas (the people from Rio) and you will be playing a part on 
the biggest stage in the world!

Your costume will be delivered to your hotel ready for the parade, and 
is yours to keep! (though you’ll have to think of a way to get it home!) 
On the night of the Parade you will be accompanied by a guide to the 
starting point where you need to meet your ala and Samba school about 
2 hours before the parade.  

You will experience the Parade together with other Dragoman Carnival 
Paraders, for this reason we are unable to accommodate special requests 
for costumes.   This is often the highlight of a visit to Rio de Janeiro, 
please take care to read the following: 

continued....



CODE: PARADE-19

PRICE:
GBP = 600
EUR = 784
USD = 820

CAD = 1129
AUD = 1139
NZD = 1198

JOIN THE PARADE

SOME IMPORTANT NOTES:

- You need to be physically fit to partake in the parade - it can be very hot 
  and physically demanding.

- A ticket to enter the Sambadrome as a spectator is not included. If you  
  wish to see the remainder of the parade you will need to buy an entry 
  ticket separately in advance (see Return to the Sambadrome).

- Places book out quickly so we recommend you book early to avoid  
  disappointment. 

- You must give us your shoe and clothing size (and let us know which 
  nationality you base this on) at the time of booking.
 
- It is advisable to order one shoe size larger than usual as the shoes are 
  often very tight.

- We are not able to offer the opportunity to parade with the Samba 
  Queen or to be on the floats (this is a huge honour and not suitable for 
  beginners!)

- Before the Carnival we will send you a clip of the Samba song that your 
  Samba school is parading to, we recommend you have a practice!

WHEN:
Monday 4th March - evening until late
 
PLEASE NOTE:
Includes your costume, metro tickets and guiding services



JUNGLE TOUR

After a week of partying, escape the city and head into the Tijuca National 
Park, one of the biggest urban rainforests in the world, located in the heart of 
Rio.

You will learn about the history and culture of the region, then hike in the 
rainforest up to the Cascatinha Summit, 525m to enjoy the view of the valley 
and  the highest peaks of the park (Tijuca Peak, Pedra da Gávea e Tijuca 
Mirim).  Be on the lookout for wildlife & maybe even take a dip in a small river 
next to a Waterfall. You will see the bridge built by Job de Alcântara in 1860 
(used in the movie Hulk), the Mayrink Chapel and the Visitors Center. 

WHEN:
Tuesday 5th March - 8am departure (half-day)
 
PLEASE NOTE:
Includes transport, English-speaking guide, half-day hike

CODE: JUNGLE-19

PRICE:
GBP = 78
EUR = 95
USD = 105

CAD = 147
AUD = 148
NZD = 156



HOW TO BOOK

If you have booked your trip directly through Dragoman please contact our 
sales team:

Email: info@dragoman.co.uk   Call: +44 (0)1728 861133

Upon booking an activity full payment will be taken and you will receive a 
voucher. Please ensure you bring these vouchers to Rio where they will be 
collected as proof of purchase.

Final bookings for optional activities must be booked and paid for by 
4th January 2019. Please book early to ensure availability.
 
Any cancellations after 4th January 2019 will incur 100% charges.
 
Please note that if you choose not to pre-book you may be able to 
arrange activities yourself but nothing will be guaranteed and you may 
end up missing out. Other excursions are available in Rio but Dragoman 
and Imaginative Traveller choose not to take part in these for either 
organisational or safety reasons. 

Single Supplements are also available, just quote:

CODE: RAC-SING-19

PRICE:
GBP = 470
EUR = 614
USD = 670

CODE: RTI-SING-19

PRICE:
GBP = 345
EUR = 451
USD = 470

CAD = 884
AUD = 893
NZD = 938

CAD = 649
AUD = 655
NZD = 689


